By BRENDA ERICKSON

Elliott family to showcase sensat:cnal strmgs

Register & Bee staff writer

DANVILLE, Va. — For
the past two years, the Elliott
family of Newport News has
been a musical archetype for
the Suzuki method of teach-
ing violin.

Founded by Dannielle
Weems-Elliott, a Suzuki vio-
lin teacher and former stu-
dent who had long held
dreams of being part of a mu-
sical family, the Elliott Fam-
ily Quartet showcases not
only how young children can
develop music ability regard-
less of age, but also how mu-
sical exploration can enrich
their lives.

This weekend, the Elliott
Family Quartet will play two
free shows at the North The-
atre in a concert sponsored by
The Links Inc., an organiza-
tion made up of African-Amer-
ican women dedicated to
exploring educational, civic
and intercultural activities as
well as showcasing African-
American talent to encourage
local students to allow their
own dreams to take flight.

With the Elliott family
show, “we’re trying to inspire
the students,” said Xelia Hick-
son, a former Danville educa-
tor who serves as chairwoman
of The Links’ Freedom of the
Arts committee. “They can
look at these young people
and see what they can do if
only they apply themselves.”

~ In addition to matriarch
Weems-Elliott, the Elliott
Family Quartet features 11-
year-old Brendan, 9-year-old
Justine and 6-year-old Ster-
ling. Each has performed
since they were toddlers, re-
fining their musical abilities
with each passing year.

Brendan, who has played
violin since the age of 3, is cur-
rently a sixth-grade student
at Hampton Roads Academy.
But his resume is already
much richer than most stu-
dents his age. At the age of 6,
he became the youngest mem-
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ber of his first youth orches-
tra. Today, he serves as con-
certmaster of the Peninsula
Youth Orchestra, comprised
primarily of high school stu-
dents. He has taken home
first-place honors for the past
three years in the preteen cat-
egory at the National Air
Force Talent Contest, and he
placed first in the Peninsula
Youth Orchestra’s concerto
competition last year.
Justine, a fourth-grader at
Sanford Elementary School
who has played violin since
the age of 2, was accepted into
her first youth orchestra at
age 7, where she was the
group’s youngest member for
two years. In 2004, she served
as concertmistress for that
group, and now she is the
youngest member of the
Peninsula Youth Orchestra.
Justine has placed first in the
6 to 8 age category of the Na-

tional Air Force Talent Con-
test for the past two years.

Sterling, the youngest
member of the Peninsula Sin-
fonia, began playing the cello
at the age of 3, and has won
first place in the 3 to 5 age cat-
egory at the National Air
Force Talent Contest for the
past two years.

The group’s repertoire is
far-reaching and ranges from
Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons” to the
spirited “Orange Blossom Spe-
cial,” with jazz standards like
“My Funny Valentine” thrown
in for good measure.

The group, which gets be-
hind-the-scenes support from
family patriarch Garth Elliott,
the only non-musician, per-
forms regular concerts at a va-
riety of venues ranging from
nursing homes and churches
to black tie galas.

The Elliott Family Quartet
will perform at 10 a.m. and
7:30 p.m. Friday at the North
Theatre, located at 629 North
Main St.

Admission to the shows is
free.

For more information, con-
tact the North Theatre at
(434) 792-2700.
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<3601 Riverside Drive
Bargain Matinees Daily Before 6 PM

| { David Gilmour of Pink Floyd Tue sits | |
The Boondock Saints (R) 5/22
Advance tickets now on sale! *
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HOWTO PLAY

Fill in the 9x9 grid with the missing
numbers so that each column, row and
3x3 box contains the digits 1 -9 only once.

There is only one correct solution
for each puzzle.
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The Elliott Family Quartet will perform at 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Friday at the North Theatre, 629 North Main St., Danville, in a
concert sponsored by The Links, Inc., a group dedicated to
African-American arts and education.



